Dear Representative

Legislation has been introduced in the United States Senate by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) which addresses a significant and life-threatening issue.  The Safe Chemicals Act of 2010 

(S-3209) will bring much-needed reforms to the Toxic Substances Control Act (TOSCA) of 1976, and I urge you to support it as the opportunity arises.

This legislation addresses the massive increase in the number of dangerous chemicals to which we are exposed in our homes, schools, and workplaces, and provides for early and extensive testing of new chemicals before they are allowed into production.

As a person of faith, I am particularly concerned about the disproportionate burden of chemical pollution and its health effects borne by “Environmental Justice” communities – people of color, and people of low economic standing who have minimal political power.  Every major faith tradition stresses our obligations to care for our own bodies, be faithful stewards of Creation, and support and sustain the most vulnerable members of our communities.

Please support the strongest possible legislation to benefit both our population and our planet – legislation which will
· Protect people and ecosystems by evaluating proposed new chemicals against rigid health standards, removing from commercial use chemicals which have been proven to be toxic, and enacting strict and enforceable “right to know” laws requiring companies and government agencies to inform the public about the chemicals to which they are exposed.

· Protect Environmental Justice Communities by reducing the disproportionate burden of toxic chemicals exposure endured by people of color, and low-income and indigenous communities.

· Create a sustainable, environmentally healthy economy by expanding government funding for “green chemistry” research, and promoting incentives for the development of a green economy that will allow all of creation to flourish, and bring “green” jobs to all of our communities.

At a time when many people’s health is at risk because of environmental pollutants, and the planet itself is endangered due to uncontrolled industrial emissions, it is imperative that we adopt strong toxics laws to protect ourselves and future generations.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely
