
Heartland Presbytery Meeting Highlights 
November 16, 2010 

 
Heartland Presbytery was hosted by the Effingham Union Church in 
Effingham, KS. The presbytery worshiped in the style of the Iona 
Community of Scotland with the Rev. Matthew Reeves, Associate Pastor of 
Parkville Presbyterian Church, preaching the sermon. Rev. Glenda Watts and 
Rev. Jeff Cochran celebrated communion. The worship offering of $881.51 
benefitted the Effingham Community Thanksgiving Fund. 
 
The presbytery examined Elder Paul Moss and commissioned him to Lay  
Pastor of the Jacoby Chapel, Warrensburg, MO.  The honorable retirement of 
Rev. Bill Bridgewater from the Community and Maxwell Heights Churches 
of St. Joseph was celebrated with laughter and expressions of love. 
 
The presbytery elected their future leaders: Rev. Donna Chavez, pastor of the 
Argentine (KCK) and Southridge (Roeland Park, KS) congregations will be 
Presbytery Moderator Elect for 2011 and Elder David Meerse will be Stated 
Clerk 2011-2013.   
 
The presbytery debated and approved the addition of the Confession of 
Belhar to the Book of Confessions following the Brief Statement of Faith. At 
this point, amending the Book of Confessions will require 2/3 approval of all 
the presbyteries and another 2/3 approval of the 220th General Assembly in 
2012.  The tally on all General Assembly issues can be followed at 
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/votes.pdf . 
 
Mission and Social Justice Ministries Division invited interest persons to 
travel to Thwake Village in Kenya, Africa departing in late February 2011. 
The Guatemalan Maya Quiche Partnership returned with suitcases filled with  
beautiful crafts from the villages of the Maya Quiche Presbytery. Many 
presbyters did their Christmas shopping early.  The Guatemalan Market will 
return during the February presbytery meeting.   
 
 

Next Stated Meeting:  
Saturday, February 12, 2011, 9:00 a.m.  

First Presbyterian Church 
St. Joseph, MO 

Installation of Elder Beverly Barr as Moderator 
Voting on the Book of Order Amendments from GA 
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