PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN HEARTLAND PRESBYTERY (PWHP)
BYLAWS


ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this organization shall be Presbyterian Women (PW) in Heartland Presbytery (PWHP).

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:  

To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,

To support the mission of the church worldwide,

To work for justice and peace, and

To build an inclusive caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Members of PW in the Presbytery shall be all women within the Presbytery who choose to participate in, or be supportive of PW in the Presbytery in any way.

ARTICLE IV – COORDINATING TEAM ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE
Section 1.  The leaders shall form a Coordinating Team (CT) for conducting the business of PWHP.

Section 2.  The Search Committee shall present a slate of leaders to the members of PWHP at the annual Gathering for their election at that time.  Elected leaders of PWHP shall be members of member churches of Heartland Presbytery or clergy of Heartland Presbytery.

Section 3.  The Program year shall be from September 1 to August 31.

Section 4.  The Members of the CT of PWHP shall be Moderator and Vice-Moderator or Co-Moderators, Moderator-in-Nomination, Membership Secretary, Recording Secretary, Historian, Operating Budget Treasurer, Mission Giving Treasurer, PW Communicator for each area and Members of the Search Committee.  Elected Members-at-Large shall be determined by the CT and may include Mission Interpretation Coordinator, Horizons Magazine and Literature Resource Coordinator, Editor of the Newsletter, one racial/ethnic member and other specific jobs.

Section 5.  The term of office for all leaders, except Moderator-in-Nomination, PW Communicator, and Search Committee Members, shall be for two years with the privilege of re-election.  The Moderator-in-Nomination shall be elected for one year.  The PW Communicator and Members of the Search Committee shall be elected for a term of three years, with the privilege of re-election.  

Section 6.  Vacancies occurring between elections, other than Moderator, shall be filled by appointment by the Coordinating Team, to serve until the next annual meeting of PWHP.  A person elected to an un-expired term is still eligible to serve two additional full terms of office.

ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF LEADERS

Section 1.  The Moderator, or one of the Co-Moderators, shall preside at all meetings of the CT and at all gatherings of PWHP where business is conducted.  She shall be the key person(s) to receive communications on behalf of PW.  The Moderator, or one of the Co-Moderators, shall be the representative to the CT of PW in the Synod.  She shall also represent PW on the Presbytery Council, as appropriate.  The Moderator, or one of the Co-Moderators, shall be a voting representative at church-wide gatherings.
Section 2.  The Vice-Moderator, shall preside in the absence of the (Co-)Moderator(s),   If the office of moderator becomes vacant between elections, the Vice-Moderator shall complete the term unless it is the even year when there is a Moderator-in-Nomination.  In this year, the Moderator-in-Nomination shall complete the term of the Moderator.  She shall assist the Moderator as requested.

The Vice-Moderator, with the participation of the CT, shall coordinate the annual Gathering.

Section 3.  The Recording Secretary shall maintain and preserve working records of PW in the Presbytery.

The Historian shall maintain and preserve historical records of PWHP.

The Membership Secretary shall maintain current listings of Coordinating Team, Churches, Moderators and Treasurers and/or contact person of PW in the Congregations.

Section 4.  The following Treasurer jobs can be combined under one treasurer, if desired:

a.      Mission Giving Treasurer receives the PW Mission pledges and all of the Celebration Giving and forwards these funds to the appropriate agency.

b.      Operating Budget Treasurer receives the fees of the PW of the Congregations and disburses it according to the adopted operating budget.

c.      Each Treasurer shall make a written report at each CT meeting and at the PW annual Gathering.

d.      An audit of the Treasurer’s books shall be made once a year.

e.      The Operating Budget Treasurer shall be Moderator of the Finance Committee.

Section 5.  The PW Communicator shall provide program support to PW in the Congregations assigned to her and shall be the direct link between PW in the Congregations and the CT of the PWHP 

Section 6.  The Moderator of the Search Committee shall lead the work of the Search Committee and present for election the names of women called to leadership position in PWHP.

Section 7.  The elected Members-at-Large shall carry out the duties as specified by the CT.

Section 8.  Additional Members-at-Large with specific responsibilities may be appointed or elected to help conduct the work of PWHP.  Appointed Members-at-Large shall all attend meetings of the CT with voice, but not vote.

Section 9.  Offices may be combined as desired or needed.

ARTICLE VI – DUTIES OF THE COORDINATING TEAM
The Coordinating Team shall:

a.      Plan for regular gatherings, cluster meetings and specific interest gathering of PWHP 

b.      Provide leadership and encouragement for Bible study.

c.       Identify issues of concern to PW and encourage study and action of PW in the Congregation.

d.       Provide for the Moderator or her representative to serve on Presbytery Council and on Presbytery or Ecumenical Committees and projects as appropriate.

ARTICLE VII – SEARCH COMMITTEE

The Search Committee shall consist of a least two women, one of whom shall be the Moderator of the committee.  They shall be called and elected at an annual Gathering of PWHP.  The term of office shall be three years.  The members of the search Committee shall be members of the CT.  The responsibility of the Search Committee is to recommend persons to be called to leadership positions and to present them for election at the annual Gathering of PWHP.

ARTICLE VIII – FINANCES

Section 1.  The operating budget of the PWHP shall be financed with the fee from Presbyterian Women in each church in Heartland Presbytery, based on an agreed upon amount times 50 percent of the total Communicant Membership of each congregation as reported annually to the Presbytery.

Section 2.  The Treasurer of Presbyterian Women in each congregation shall send the fee to the Operating Budget Treasurer of PWHP.  The Finance Committee shall plan the operating budget, present it to the CT for approval; it shall then be submitted to the membership for adoption at the fall Gathering.

Section 3.  The Moderator shall forward the Pledge forms to the Moderators of the PW in the Congregations in the fall.

Section 4.  The Mission Giving Treasurer shall receive Mission Pledge monies from PW in the congregations, and send the annual total to the required agencies of the PC(USA).  

Section 5.  The offerings taken at the annual Gathering and the Fall Gathering shall be disbursed by the Operating Budget Treasurer according to the recommendations of the CT.

ARTICLE IX – GATHERINGS

PW in the Presbytery shall meet at least annually, and more often, if appropriate.  These gatherings shall be open to all women.  The election and installation of leaders shall be done in the context of the annual Gathering of PWHP.  All members of PW attending this gathering shall be entitled to vote.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended at an annual Gathering by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting, provided notice of the proposed amendments have been submitted, in writing, to the PW in the Congregation at least thirty (30) days prior to the Gathering.  These Bylaws may also be amended by a three-fourths vote without prior notice.  These Bylaws may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting provided notice of such suspension has been submitted in writing to the members thirty (30) days prior to the Gathering.

ARTICLE XI – QUORUM

The quorum for a gathering or meeting of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery represents at least one-fourth of Presbyterian Women in the Congregation groups.
ARTICLE XII – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern PW in all cases to which they are applicable and to which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws and the Constitution of PC (USA).  {The body may choose to use a consensus method of decision making, when appropriate.}

1/30/91 Bylaws Committee:  Velma Birkhead, Poky Clements, 
Gerry Parsons, Mabel Templeton

Amended April 23, 1994

Amended April 22, 1995

Amended April, 1998

Amended April 21, 1999

Amended April 8, 2000

Amended April 5, 2003

Amended April 24, 2004

Amended April 19, 2008

Amended April 24, 2010

